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Race and Ethnicity Data
Workshop Outline

 History of Race and Ethnicity Data Collection
 Concepts of Race, Ethnicity and Ancestry
 Census Bureau Programs Overview

 Hands-On Exercises - Accessing Race and Ethnicity 
Data from American Factfinder 



• U.S. Constitution adopted September 17, 1787 

• Requires that a Census of Population be conducted every 

10 years (Article 1, Section 2)

• Representatives in Congress to be apportioned among the 

states, and direct taxes also to be apportioned

Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States

Howard Chandler Christy

17871787

See our homepage for further information about Census history:  

Census.gov Footer > About Us column > History link



1790 Census 

• Federal marshals conduct first census

• Legal requirements 
– Visit every household 

– Post completed census schedules in “two of the most 
public places within each jurisdiction” 

• Enumeration details
– Slaves = 3/5 person

– American Indians excluded

– Six questions, including 

name of head of household,

count of occupants



Federal Marshals recorded:  
(1) Name, head of household & (2) Counts of the following…

a) The number of free White males: 
--aged under 16 years
--aged 16 years and upward

b) Number of free White females
c) Number of other free persons
d) Number of slaves



Infographic
Related Blog Post

https://www.census.gov/population/race/data/MREAD_1790_2010.html
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/blogs/random-samplings/2015/11/measuring-race-and-ethnicity-across-the-decades-1790-2010.html


Concepts of Race, Ethnicity and Ancestry



• Guidelines provided by U.S. Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB)
– Social definition of race recognized in U.S.

– Not biological or anthropological definitions

• Uses of the data
– Meet legislative redistricting requirements

– Monitor compliance with Voting Rights Act

– Assess home mortgage lending patterns of financial institutions to 
meet credit needs of minorities

– Assess racial disparities in health
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Race and Ethnicity Data 

*Revisions to the Standards for the Classification of Federal Data on Race and Ethnicity
Federal Register Notice:  October 30, 1997



 OMB Ethnicity Categories

– Hispanic or Latino

– Not Hispanic or Latino

• Race & Ethnicity are considered 
separate concepts

• Hispanic is an ethnicity, NOT a race. 
It is asked in a separate question 
from race.  Everyone    is asked both 
the race and the Hispanic origin 
question

• Based on self-identification 

 Those who identify as either 
ethnicity category above may be of 
any race(s).
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OMB Ethnicity Standards

2010 Census Ethnicity Question



 Five minimum categories for 
data on race

 Multiple race reporting is 
accepted

 Based on self-identification

Current OMB Race Categories

2010 Census race question



2015 National Content Test
Question Format



Optimal 
Elements

from 2015 
National 

Content Test 
Research

Middle Eastern or 
North African category

Question Format:
combined question
with detailed checkboxes

Terminology:
race or ethnicity

Instructions:
Select all boxes that apply …  
Note, you may report 
more than one group.
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 Race Alone
– Includes people who indicated only one race

– For example, people who identified as “Asian and no other race” are included in the 
Asian Alone category

 Two or More Races
– Includes people who reported more than one race

– 57 combinations of the major race groups

• Race Alone or in Combination
– Represents the maximum number of people who reported as that race group, 
either alone or in combination with one or more additional race(s) 

Race Data Tabulation Concepts



“Race Alone”

• People who reported a single entry (e.g., Korean or Black) and no other 
race

• People who reported two or more entries within the same major race 
group (e.g., Asian). For example, respondents who reported Korean and 
Vietnamese are part of the larger “Asian alone” race group  

• Data tables will include “alone” in the name, for example, “White alone” 
or “Some Other Race alone”

• The race “alone” groups will include Hispanics unless specifically labeled 
“not Hispanic or Latino”.  So “White alone” will include Hispanics who are 
also White but “White alone, not Hispanic or Latino” will not include 
White Hispanics
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“Race Alone or in any Combination”
• People who reported a single race alone (e.g., Asian) AND people who reported 

that race in combination with one or more of the other major race groups

• Data tabulations are usually referred to as “tallies”

• Represents the maximum number of people who reported as that race group, 
either alone or in combination with one or more additional race(s) 

• The sum of the six individual race “alone-or-in-combination” categories add to 
more than the total population because people who reported more than one race 
were tallied in each race category

• Applies to detailed race groups, such as American Indian and Alaska Native tribes 
and detailed Asian and Pacific Islander groups. For example, Korean alone or in any 
combination includes people who reported a single response (e.g., Korean), 
people who reported Korean and another Asian group (e.g., Korean and 
Vietnamese), and people who reported Korean in combination with one or more 
other non-Asian race groups
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Detailed Asian 

Alone Alone or in combination with one or more races

Asian Indian alone Asian Indian alone or in combination with one or more races

Bangladeshi alone Bangladeshi alone or in combination with one or more races

Bhutanese alone Bhutanese alone  or in combination with one or more races

Burmese alone Burmese alone or in combination with one or more races

Cambodian alone Cambodian alone or in combination with one or more races

Chinese alone Chinese alone or in combination with one or more races

Chinese (exc. Taiwanese alone) Chinese (exc. Taiwanese alone or in combination with one or more races

Taiwanese alone Taiwanese alone or in combination with one or more races

Filipino alone Filipino alone or in combination with one or more races

Hmong alone Hmong alone or in combination with one or more races

Indonesian alone Indonesian alone or in combination with one or more races

Japanese alone Japanese alone or in combination with one or more races

Korean alone Korean alone or in combination with one or more races

Laotian alone Laotian alone or in combination with one or more races

Malaysian alone Malaysian alone or in combination with one or more races

Mongolian alone Mongolian alone or in combination with one or more races

Nepalese alone Nepalese alone or in combination with one or more races

Okinawan alone Okinawan alone or in combination with one or more races

Pakistani alone Pakistani alone or in combination with one or more races 

Singaporean alone Singaporean alone or in combination with one or more races

Sri Lankan alone Sri Lankan alone or in combination with one or more races 

Thai alone Thai alone or in combination with one or more races

Vietnamese alone Vietnamese alone or in combination with one or more races 



Detailed Hispanic 
or Latino

Mexican South American

Puerto Rican Argentinian

Cuban Bolivian

Other Hispanic or Latino Chilean

Dominican (Dominican Republic) Columbian

Central American (excludes Mexican) Ecuadoran

Costa Rican Paraguayan

Guatemalan Peruvian

Honduran Uruguayan

Nicaraguan Venezuelan

Panamanian Spaniard

Salvadoran





Detailed Native 
Hawaiian and Pacific 

Islander

Alone Alone or in combination with one or more races

Polynesian alone Polynesian alone or in combination with one or more races

Native Hawaiian alone Native Hawaiian alone or in combination with one or more races

Samoan alone Samoan alone or in combination with one or more races

Tahitian alone Tahitian alone or in combination with one or more races

Tokelauan alone Tokelauan alone or in combination with one or more races

Tongan alone Tongan alone or in combination with one or more races

Micronesian alone Micronesian alone or in combination with one or more races

Carolinian alone Carolinian alone or in combination with one or more races

Chuukese alone Chuukese alone or in combination with one or more races 

Guamanian or Chamorro  alone Guamanian or Chamorro  alone  or in combination with one or more races

I-Kiribati alone I-Kiribati alone or in combination with one or more races

Kosraean alone Kosraean alone or in combination with one or more races

Mariana Islander alone Mariana Islander alone or in combination with one or more races 

Marshallese alone Marshallese alone or in combination with one or more races

Palauan alone Palauan alone or in combination with one or more races 

Pohnpeian alone Pohnpeian alone or in combination with one or more races

Saipanese alone Saipanese alone or in combination with one or more races

Yapese alone Yapese alone or in combination with one or more races

Melanesian alone Melanesian alone or in combination with one or more races

Fijian alone Fijian alone or in combination with one or more races

Papua New Guinean alone Papua New Guinean alone or in combination with one or more races 



2010 Census Brief



Top 10 States with
Native Hawaiian Alone or in any Combination Populations

State   Native Hawaiian Alone or in any Combination

Hawaii 299,451

California 76,650

Washington 22,851

Nevada 15,545

Texas 14,627

Oregon 10,606

Arizona 10,395

Florida 8,437

Utah 7,178

Colorado 6,539

Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey Selected Population Tables 
Table: B01007 - Total Population



0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

Hawaii Hawaii County Honolulu County Kauai County Maui County

87,000

19,527

50,229

6,203
11,019

299,451

58,647

187,778

14,131 38,872

All Counties in Hawaii
Native Hawaiian Alone and Native Hawaiian  Alone or in any combination

2011-2015 American Community Survey Selected Population Tables:  
Table: B01007 - Total Population

Native Hawaiian alone Native Hawaiian alone or in any combination



Places within Hawaii County, Hawaii
Persons that are Native Hawaiian alone or in any combination

Places in Hawaii County, Hawaii Native Hawaiian Alone or in any Combination

Hilo CDP, Hawaii 16,189

Waimea CDP (Hawaii County), Hawaii 4,001

Kailua CDP (Hawaii County), Hawaii 3,710

Kalaoa CDP, Hawaii 3,093

Hawaiian Paradise Park CDP, Hawaii 2,727

Captain Cook CDP, Hawaii 1,872

Hawaiian Beaches CDP, Hawaii 1,813

Waikoloa Village CDP, Hawaii 1,551

Mountain View CDP, Hawaii 1,498

Honaunau-Napoopoo CDP, Hawaii 1,310

Ainaloa CDP, Hawaii 1,205

Holualoa CDP, Hawaii 1,050

Kapaau CDP, Hawaii 1,002

Orchidlands Estates CDP, Hawaii 978

Hawaiian Acres CDP, Hawaii 847

Honalo CDP, Hawaii 826

Keaau CDP, Hawaii 742

Kealakekua CDP, Hawaii 742

Pahala CDP, Hawaii 596

Hawi CDP, Hawaii 587

Honokaa CDP, Hawaii 565

Nanawale Estates CDP, Hawaii 483

Kukuihaele CDP, Hawaii 242

Source: 2011-2015 American Community Survey Selected Population Tables 
Table: B01007 - Total Population



Map of Places within Hawaii County
Persons that are Native Hawaiian alone or in any 

combination 

2011-2015 American Community Survey Selected Population Tables  
Table: B01007 - Total Population



Using Community Facts

Finding Native Hawaiian Data in Honolulu County 
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Exercise 1



Factfinder.census.gov
In Community Facts, type ‘Honolulu County, California’ and Click ‘GO’



Under 2010 Census, click ‘General Population and Housing Characteristics’



Honolulu County, California

2010 Demographic Profile



Ancestry

• Ancestry refers to a person’s ethnic origin or decent, “roots,” 
heritage, or the place of birth of the person or the person’s 
parents or ancestors before their arrival in the United States.

• The intent of the ancestry question is not to measure the 
degree of attachment to a particular ethnicity.
– For example, a response of “Irish” might reflect total involvement in 

an “Irish” community or only a memory of ancestors several 
generations removed from the individual.

• A person’s ancestry is not necessarily the same as his/her place 
of birth.



Ancestry Question on the 
2016  American Community Survey Questionnaire



Ancestry

Alone

Algerian (400) Albanian (100) Brazilian (360-364)

Yemeni (435) Arab (400-415, 417-418, 421-430, 435-481, 
490-499)

British (011-014)

Kurdish (442) Arab/Arabic (495-499) Bulgarian (103)

Cameroonian (508) Egyptian (402-403) Canadian (931-934)

Congolese (515-516) Iraqi (417-418) Celtic (099)

Kenyan (534) Jordanian (421-422) Croatian (109-110)

Liberian (541) Lebanese (425-426) Czech (111-113)

Senegalese (564) Moroccan (406-407) Czechoslovakian (114)

Sierra Leonean (566) Palestinian (465-467) Danish (020, 023)

Somalian (568) Syrian (429-430) Dutch (021, 029)

Sudanese (576-580) Armenian (431-433) English (015, 022)

Antigua and Barbuda (325) Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac (482-489) European (195)

Grenadian (329) Australian (800-802) Finnish (024-025)

Vincent-Grenadine Islander (330) Austrian (003-004) French (except Basque) 
(016, 026-028, 083)

St Lucia Islander (331) Basque (005-007) French Canadian (935)

Cajun (936-938) Belgian (008-010) German (032-045)

Afghan (600) Greek (046-048)

In most ancestry tables, 
groups that are shown 

elsewhere in the race and 
Hispanic tables are not 

shown. 



Alone

Guyanese (370-374) Scotch-Irish (087) American (939-994)

Hungarian (125-126) Scottish (088) Welsh (097)

Icelander (049) Serbian (152) West Indian (excluding Hispanic origin 
groups) (300-359)

Israeli (419-420) Slavic (178-180) Bahamian (300)

Italian (030-031, 051-074) Slovak (153) Barbadian (301)

Latvian (128) Slovene (154-155) Belizean (302)

Lithuanian (129) Subsaharan African (500-599) British West Indian (321-331)

Luxemburger (077) African (599) Dutch West Indian (310-313)

Macedonian (130-131) Cape Verdean (510-511) Haitian (336-359)

Maltese (078) Ethiopian (522-524) Jamaican (308-309)

Norwegian (082) Ghanaian (529) Trinidadian and Tobagonian 
(314-316)

Pennsylvania German (929) Nigerian (553-560) West Indian (335)

Polish (142-143) South African (570-573) Yugoslavian (176-177)

Portuguese (084-086) Swedish (089-090)

Romanian (144-147) Swiss (091-093, 095-096)

Russian (148-151) Turkish (434)

Scandinavian (098) Ukrainian (171-174)

Ancestry



Ancestry Table IDs – See Handout



Census Bureau Programs Overview
Decennial Census

American Community Survey



35

2010 Census 
Content 

 Population Count

 Sex

 Age

 Race

 Hispanic Origin

 Household Relationship

 Tenure



Table Subjects:

• Households

• Families

• Age and Sex

• Population in Group Quarters by  Type

• Housing Units

Summary File 1

By Major Race and Hispanic 
Categories:

• Black or African American alone 

• American Indian and Alaska
Native alone 

• Asian alone 

• Native Hawaiian and Other
Pacific Islander alone 

• Some Other Race alone 

• Two or More Races  

• Hispanic or Latino



Summary File 2

Table subjects:

• Households

• Families

• Age and Sex

• Population in Group Quarters
by Type

• Housing Units

Repeated for more than 250 
population groups:

• Filipino alone

• Paiute alone

• Korean alone

• Mexican alone

• Colombian alone

• Guatemalan alone or in combination

• Apache alone or in combination

• White; American Indian and
Alaska Native

• Black alone or in combination



2010 Census Race and Ethnicity
SF2 Population Thresholds

• All tables are shown for each race group, American Indian and 
Alaska tribal grouping, and Hispanic or Latino group on the 
iteration list for which there are at least 100 people of that 
specific group in a particular geographic area.



2010 Census
Race and Hispanic or Latino Origin

 Detailed Black or African American, American Indian and 
Alaska Native tribes, Asian, Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific 
Islander, and Hispanic or Latino groups 

– (PCT1-PCT11) – tract level
– Selected tables iterated by: 

• A.  White alone
• B.  Black or African American alone
• C.  American Indian and Alaska Native alone
• D.  Asian alone
• E.  Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander alone
• F.  Some Other Race alone
• G. Two or More Races
• H.  Hispanic or Latino
• I.   White alone, not Hispanic or Latino



What is the 
American Community Survey?
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Demographic Housing

• Age

• Sex

• Race

• Hispanic 

Origin

• Households 

Relationship

• Group 

Quarters

• Tenure 

(Rent/Own)

• Occupancy

• Structure

• Housing Value

• Taxes & 

Insurance

• Utilities

• Mortgage/ 

Monthly Rent

• Income

• Poverty

• Benefits

• Employment 

Status

• Occupation

• Industry

• Commuting to 

Work

EconomicSocial

• Households

• Education

• Marital Status

• Fertility

• Grandparent 
Caregivers

• Veterans

• Disability Status 

• Place of Birth

• Citizenship

• Health Insurance

• Language Spoken 
at Home

• Ancestry/
Tribal Affiliation 

• Computer & 
Internet Use

Items in red

were also 

collected on 

the 2010 

Census.



Honolulu County
Population Age 25 and Older With Bachelor’s Degree or 

Higher: Table C15002E

NHOPI Alone Total

Female NHOPI Alone 15.2%

Male NHOPI Alone 15.2%

2015 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates 

Table: C15002E

Infographic



American Community Survey Race and Ethnicity
Selected Population Profiles - Two Types of Thresholds



American Community Survey Race and Ethnicity
Data Products

Data Product Current Release Population 
Threshold

Selected Population Profile 
5-Year Estimates

2011-2015 At least 50 Unweighted 
Cases for Population Group 
in Selected Geography
(zip code data not available)

Selected Population Profile 
3-Year Estimates

2013 (Discontinued) 20,000 

2010 ACS 5-year Selected 
Population Tables

2010 At least 50 Unweighted 
Cases for Population Group 
in Selected Geography
(zip code data not available)



2011-2015 Selected Population Tables

• 2011-2015 ACS 5-year SPTs are available for:
416 detailed race, Hispanic Origin, ancestry, and tribal groups.

Geographic areas down to the census tract level.

• 2011-2015 ACS 5-year AIANTs are available for:

1,119 detailed American Indian and Alaska Native tribes.

Geographic areas including Alaska Native Regional Corporations,   
American Indian and Alaska Native Areas.

• 2011-2015 ACS 5-year SPTs and AIANTs are based on data 
collected from January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2015.



American Community Survey Race and Ethnicity
Selected Population Profiles

2015 American Community Survey 1-Year Estimates



Hands-On Exercises - Accessing Race & 
Ethnicity Data



Step 1: Use Topics Filter to Select ‘Race or
Ethnic Origin’

Exercise 1: Access Data for the Major Race/Ethnic Groups

Step 2: Select Geography/ies

Step 3: Select Table/s to View (filter by
topic of interest)



DATA ACCESS TOOL:  American FactFinder 

Census Homepage:  census.gov
Put Cursor Over ‘Data’, then put cursor over ‘Data Tools and Apps’.  Lastly, Click on ‘American 

FactFinder’



Click on ‘Advanced Search’ and Click on ‘Show Me All’



Click the ‘Topics’ Filter Box
Click ‘People’, ‘Origins’ and ‘Race or Ethnic Origin’



Note: ‘Race or Ethnic Origin’ has been added to Your Selections

Click ‘CLOSE X’



Use the second text box to enter your geography/ies
Type ‘Honolulu County, Hawaii’ and Click ‘GO’



Click ‘Honolulu County, Hawaii’ next to County



Note: ‘Honolulu County, Hawaii’ has been added to ‘Your Selections’

Check the boxes of tables you would like to view and Click ‘View’



Click the right arrow to view the next table 



Click ‘Back to Advanced Search’



Step 1: Select Race/Ethnicity Group

Exercise 2: Access Data for the Native Hawaiian Alone and Native Hawaiian 
Alone or in any Combination Population in Quick Search Box

Step 2: Select Geography/ies

Step 3: Select Table/s to View (filter by
topic of interest)



DATA ACCESS TOOL:  American FactFinder

Census Homepage:  census.gov
Put Cursor Over ‘Data’, then put cursor over ‘Data Tools and Apps’.  Lastly, Click on ‘American 

FactFinder’



Click on ‘Advanced Search’ and Click on ‘Show Me All’



Using Quick Search> Refine Search by clicking 

race/ancestry   



In the first text box, type ‘Native Hawaiian’ and 
Click ‘GO’



Race Code  052-Native Hawaiian (500-503)

Note: 062-Native Hawaiian alone or in any combination 



Then type in Native Hawaiian alone or in any 

combination and click Go



In the second text box, type ‘Honolulu County, Hi’ and Click 

‘GO’  Then add other Geographic areas> Kauai, County, HI > Go



View Your Selections



To filter tables by Topic, Click ‘Topics’, Click ‘People’, Click ‘Income 
& Earnings’ and Click ‘Income/Earnings (Households)’



Note: ‘Income/Earnings (Households)’ has been added to Your 
Selections

Click CLOSE X



Check the box next to ‘B19013 – Median household 
Income in the Past 12 Months’ and Click ‘View’



Click ‘Back to Advanced Search’ to return to the previous page
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Survey of Business Owners

Data Presented By:

• Gender, ethnicity, race, and veteran status

• Geography 
(U.S., states, metropolitan areas, counties, and places)

• Industry 
(2- through 6-digit NAICS for selected geographies)

• Firm receipts size

• Firm employment size

*Conducted in the Years Ending in ‘2’ and ‘7’

http://www.census.gov/econ/sbo/methodology.html?2007


Survey of Business Owners

Characteristics of Business Owners by Race/Ethnicity:
• Black
• Hispanic
• American Indians and Alaska Natives
• Asians and Pacific Islanders
• Women 
• Veterans

Approximately 1.75 million businesses were selected for the 2012 SBO asking for 
information about characteristics of the businesses and their owners.



Survey of Business Owners

• Business ownership is defined as having 51 percent or more of the stock or equity in 
the business 

• Does not distinguish between U.S. residents and nonresidents

• Companies owned by foreign governments or owned by other companies, foreign or 
domestic are included in the category “Publicly held and other firms not classifiable 
by gender, ethnicity, race, and veteran status”

• Businesses could be tabulated in more than one racial group
– The sole owner was reported to be of more than one race.

– The majority owner (or majority combination of owners) reported to be of more than one race.

– For example, if a firm responded as both Chinese and Black majority owned, the firm would be included in 
the detailed Asian and Black estimates, but would only be counted once toward the higher level all firms' 
estimates.
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Step 1: Select Survey of Business Owners

Exercise 3: Access Race/Ethnicity Data of Business Owners from 

Survey of Business Owners

Step 2: Select Geography/ies

Step 3: Select Table/s to View



Click ‘Topics’, Click ‘Program’, and Click ‘Survey of Business 
Owners’ and Close X



In the Second Text box, type ‘Honolulu County, Hawaii’   and Click ‘GO’



Check the box next to ‘SB1200CSA01- Statistics for All U.S. Firms by Industry, 
Gender, Ethnicity, and Race’ and Click ‘View’



Table Results



79

Resources: Need Assistance?
U.S. Census Bureau

Data Dissemination Specialist

Lia Bolden
Elaine.lia.bolden@census.gov

Cell: 510-406-8841

Toll-free number:
1-844-ASK-DATA 

(1-844-275-3282) 

For general questions:

census.askdata@census.gov

mailto:Elaine.lia.bolden@census.gov
mailto:Census.askdata@census.gov

